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Mudturtle Flag Rugby Referees

On game day be equipped with the following: 

Whistle 

Watch

Cleats

Rugby Shorts 

Coin 

Rugby Shirt

Be at you assigned field with ball 10 minutes before match is scheduled to start. Make sure both teams are there and ready to play. 

Start the match one time, you are in charge of making sure it starts do not wait to be told you tell the teams when to start.

Do not let half time run long, 5 minutes is plenty of time, get the second half going and keep game moving, unless there is an injury. 
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If there is an unruly adult, coach, or player, blow your whistle and stop the game. Ask all players to take a knee. Calmly approach the offending party and in a slow calm voice explain to them we are only playing flag rugby, it is so the kids can have fun, and if they cannot act appropriately and in a mannerly fashion you will ask that they be removed from the pitch area. Do not argue if they remain unruly find a club administrator to deal with that person. If they do calm down continue with the game but right after it is over find a club administrator and report the incident. 

Especially early on in the season do not hesitate to stop the game to make a teaching point. Example player is tackled and defense has 3-4 players standing offside ready to grab the next flag. Blow the whistle, tell all players to freeze, demonstrate that the offside line on the tackle is at the tackled players foot. Point out who is offside and let them know where they need to be so they are onside. Make this a short quick lesson. 
Be loud, clear, and assertive when making calls. 
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Referees will be assigned at least 3 days before each match. If you cannot make an assigned game let the referee coordinator know, if you trade days with another referee let them know. 

Study the flag rule book, all referees are required to have a working knowledge of the rules for each level of play. On game day if the referee coordinator asks a question from the rules and you cannot answer you owe 5 burpees on the spot. 

